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7 what ſhall it | profit, 4 Man, 1 he 
all gain the -whole- World, and loſe 
his own Soul. 1d 1138 | 


HE Excellence and Im- 
morcality of the Soul, is 
what we all of us are rea- 

. dy to allow; and yet tis 
very ſeldom, that we im- 
prove the Conſideration of 
as we ought, to raiſe our Thoughts 
d our Defires above the Things of 
nſe, and to engage us in our Actions 
rays to have regard to what may fit 
for an Eternal State. The greateſt 
rt of Men derive no Conſequence from 
nce to influence them in their Con- 
&; their Hearts are ſo entirely ſet up- 
the World, and they confine their 
ews ſo much to preſent Things, that 
withſtanding they allow the Worth 
d Excellence, and can't but own the 
mortality of their Souls, all that re- 
| A 2 gards 


49. 
gards them is perform d with a ſurpti 
ing Inactivity and Idleneſs; they cx 


the World has n 
proper or ſufficient Portion for them, 
that is capable of Atisfying. their Deſire 

et it ſo bribes them with its ſeeming 
rofirs, and ſo allurts them with its a 
ticing Pleaſures, that they purſue R wil 

an unwearied Diligence, and ſeek for i 
Enjoyments with as great Eagerneſs wi 
they knew them to be Solid and Eur 
nal. Tis to correct a Fault that u 
univerſal, and to cohvince us "bf thi 
Folly and the Danger of it, our Savin 

Here has put the Queſtion in fo ſtrong 
Light, as one would think muſt be ful 

ficient to awaken every Soul thr han 
it; What ſhall it profit a Man, if 

hall gain the whole World,” and life 
own Soul? | | 

If it was poffible, that the who 

World could be gain'd by the Purſuit d 
it, and any one was able by the allowing 
of himſelf in Sin, to obtain the full Poſſe 
fion of all its Wealth, its Honours, at 
its Pleafures, (which it is evident tay 
never any one obtain'd,) what would! 

profit him, if be loft his c] Soul? 80 fil 

would ſuch a one be from * 

98 | thing 
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ing, that he would really be an un- 
{eakable Loſer. Our Saviour here has put 
the World (as it were) in one Scale, and 
we the Soul in the other, and being 
reighed in the Balance, one fingle Soul 
utweighs the whole World. So excel- 
nt and precious is rbe Soul, and ſo 
onſiderable is the Loſs of it, that the 
vbole Morid cannot countervail it. What 
adneſs muſt it be then, for any one to 
n the Hazard of his Soul, for but a 
tle Part of it? Yet every Day we have 
ſtances of this; and ſo amazing is the 
olly and Stupidity of Men, that for a 
le ttifling Profit, or for a preſent Plea- 
te, they will venture upon Sin, and ſo 
xpoſe their Souls to Everlaſting Miſery. 
ind while it is with Difficulty they are 
rawn to part with any of the Enjoy- 
nts of the World out of Reſpect to 
od, or to deny themſelves in Earthly 
hings for the Advantage of their 
uls ; they are ready of themſelves to 
op to any thing for the advancing of 
eir Fortune in the World, and eaſily 
Weglect the Duty that they owe to God, 
d are unmindful of the great Concerns 
"ol their Immortal Souls, if the may any 
enlarge their Gains, and add to their 
ofſefſions in the preſent Liſe. 

God has now brought us to the Begig- 
Ing of another Year, and by his Vi- 


tation 


[6] 
tation has prefery'd our Spirits; whils 
many Breaches have been made one. 
very Side of us, and many Warning 
have been: given us of the Uncertainy 
and Emptineſs of Earthly Things 

How many in the midſt of their Enjoys 
ments have been ſnatch'd away; vu 
were as likely. to be now alive as We} 
how many that were pleaſing of then 

Luke xii. ſelves, that they had Goods laid up for nu 

9. ny Years. have been remov'd from 

what their Hearts were ſet upon, u 

unexpectedly have had their Soul ws 

guir'd of them? And yet how uncots 

cern'd are moſt of us about the Fraily 

of our Lives? how thoughtleſs are 

of the Vanity of the World? and ho 

unmindful of providing for our” Soul 

However an affecting Providence, ot a 

awakening Word, may rouſe us for th 

preſent to ſome ſerious Thoughts, 1 

fill us with Concern about our Souls 

yet in a little while the Hurries and 

verſions of the World ſtifle our Col 

victions, we are entangled by the VF 
ceitfulneſs of Riches, and are as incl 
ſiderate and thoughtleſs as before. 

Me are now enter'd on a New Y 
and it may be ſuppos'd at ſuch a Tin 
according to the uſual Cuſtom, that yt 
have been looking over your Accouny. 
as to your Worldly Circuraſtances, k 5 


TS 


he Year paſt : and many of you may per- 
aps by the Review that you have now 
en taking, have found out Errors in 
ge Managment of your Affairs. And 
hat has been the Conſequence of this? 
lave you not hereupon reſolv'd, that in 
e Year to come you will ſo order Mat- 
rs as to avoid the Errors you have run 
to, and will ſo buy and ſell as to en- 
rge your Gain, without conſidering the 
railty of your Lives, and the Uncer- 
inty and Worthleſneſs of the Enjoy- 
ents of the World? How few of you 
we thought that there is no Depen- 
nce 0n the Continuance of your Lives 
roughout another Year, and that you 
en know not what ſhall be on the Mor- Jam. iv. 
p; for what is your Life? it is even . 
hour that appeareth for a little Time, 
d then vaniſheth away. How few of 
u have been awaken'd, to reflect up- 
the Emptineſs and Vanity of the 
orld, to ſee that there is nothing in 
ou can gain but what is fleeting and 
Wcarious, and to be ſenſible that with 
latever Care and Caution you may 


Yealſ your Projects, a thouſand Things 
Tin) intervene, and fruſtrate all the 
at pes and Expectations you have built 
unn them; for Bread is not always to the Ecel. ix. 


„ vr yet Riches to Men of Dnderſland 
bk 3s 
And 
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And is it not proper now at ſuch à 8 
ſon, when you have been reyiewing 
your Temporal Affairs, that you ſhoy 
alſo be exact in taking an account 
what has been your Conduct as to Spit 
tuals, and in examining how Mate 
ſtand as to your Souls? Is it not here; 
vaſtly greater Moment, that you thay 
carefully trace out the Errors you ly 
been guilty of, that you may guard 
gainſt them for the Time to come? J. 
is it not indeed of infinite Important 
that you ſhould not be Bankrupt in 
Buſineſs of Eternity, nor hazard the 
reparable Loſs of your Immortal Soul 
But now if you look back ta the n 
| Year, may you not eaſily diſcern 
many Inſtances, that you have been ex 
leſs of your Souls ? How many Oppo 
nities of Grace have been neglect 
How many Sabbaths have been ipe 
without any Growth in Grace, with 
any Progreſs in the ways of Holind 
and what a poor Improvement have] 
made of the Advantages you have 
joy'd, and of the Talents yau 
been intruſted with? And will it 
be found to be the Caſe with fame 
you, that you have viſibly declin'd in 
Regards for God, and in your Vale! 
his Ordinances? that you have fen! 


abated of your Zeal and Fervour 12 
a 


1 


1 


zuſe of God, and of your Readineſs to 
ve your Fellow Creatures? and that in 
ort, you have backſlidden from the 
ate that you had once attain'd to? And 
des it not appear, that the great Cauſe 
this has been, your Over- fondneſs 
r the World, your Eagerneſs to gain 
e Profits and the Pleaſures that it ſets 
fore you, and your Attachment to the 
hings of Senſe? The World has en- 
olsd your Thoughts and Time, and 
u have been ſo buſily engag'd. in the 
rſuit of Earthly Things, that your 
tention has been taken off from mind- 
> of your Souls, and from regarding 
the Things. belonging to your Ever- 
ing Peace, Let then a Senſe of the 
Errors you have been guilty of, 
aken you to guard againſt the Snares 
a deceitful World for the Time to 
e. Begin the Year wich ſerious Re- 
utions, of attending to the great Con- 
ns of your Immortal Souls, of practi- 
g the Duties you are call'd to, and 
improving every Talent that is put 
0 your Hands to the promoting of 
r Spiritual Advantage. 

Tis to this purpoſe I would preſs 
on you the important Truth, that is 
e offer'd to our Conſideration in the 
xt; That the Loſs of the Soul is of 
| b Conſequence, as that the Gain of 
B | the 


L 10 ] 
the whole World can never countery;; 
or make it up; and therefore that ther 
cannot be a greater Folly, than to m 
the Hazard of it. For what ſhall it jn 
fit a Man, if he ſhall gain the wholeWirll 
and loſe his own Soul. Where it is plat 
that when our Saviour puts the (ug 
ſtion, it carries in it all the Force of 
Denial, and ſhews the Evidence of t 
Matter, that the whole World is 
equal to the Soul in Worth and . 
lue; and in a word, that there is n 
thing in the greateſt Worldly Gan 
that can repair the Loſs of it, or mak 
us any Compenſation or Amends for! 
ſing it. This is the plain and obyig 
Senſe of what the Words contain, u 
for the opening and confirming of 
to you, 


I. I ſhall ſhew you ſomething of 
Worch and Value of the Soul. 


II. I ſhall confider what is implicd 
loſing it. 


III. I ſhall endeavour to convince j. 
that the greateſt Worldly Gain i 
from being any Compenſation for ti 
Loſs of it. And then, 


[11 ] 


I ſhall conclude with ſome Im- 
provement. | 


J. I ſhall ſhew you ſomething of the 
arth and Value of the Soul. And 
e may form a Judgment of its Worth, 
Firſt, By conſidering the Excellency 
its Nature, and by attending to the 
oble Properties it is endow'd with. 
xr though it is but an imperfect No- 
on of it that we have, and our Ideas 
the Soul are not compleat ; yet we 
ve enough of it diſcovered to us, to 
ew its Excellence and Greatneſs, It 
in general, the 1 and Immor- 
Part of Man, which has the Power 
Reaſon and Reflection, which acts the 
dy now, and which will ſhortly a& 
Separation from it. It is by this we 
e diſtinguiſhed from the Brutes, and 
e allied to Angels; it is by this that 
e are capable of the higheſt Pleaſures, 
d are adapted for the Enjoyment of 
=_ Happineſs. But more parti- 
arly, i 

(1.) The Excellency of the Soul may 
diſcern'd in its Original. For in 
rſt Creation it appears to have been 
Heavenly Subſtance, and to have no- 
ing that was Earthly in its Compo- 
B 2 ſition. 


or il 
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ſition. It was not taken from dh. 
Ground, and form'd of ſome precedin 
Subſtance here below; but when dh 
Body had been made our of the Dy 

the Soul was more immediately derij! 
from God, and by his breathing of th 

Gen. ii. . Breath of Life into him, Man becany 
living Soul. Even the Body, as the Pſi 

Plalm miſt ſays, is wonderfully made, and cin 
cxxxix 15. / y wrought ; and yet the Scripture n 
Job iv. 19. Preſents it, as no better, than as 4 Hu 
2 Cor. v. & Clay, or as a Jabernacle for che & 
2 to dwell in. It was the Soul then in i 
firſt Original, that was the Glory of ü 
Human Nature; and tis a plain Diſc 

very. of the Corruption. that is brough 

upon us by the Fall, chat we are ſobn 

fich as to prefer che Body to it, whe 

tis the Soul that is the Jewel chat & 
Jerves our Notice; nor can it be fu 

Pos d, the Ruins of the Fall have bee 
repair'd in us by the New Creation, f 

we are ſenſible of this our Folly, at 
are convinc d of the ſuperior Woll 

and Value of the Soul. Again, 

(2.) The Excellency of the Soul ms 

be diſcover'd in its Faculties, and in ch 
Manner of its Operations. For as it 
endow'd with noble Cualities, fo it 154 
mirable in the Exerciſe of all its Facul 


tics. It has an Underſtanding to diſce 
| al 


—— 
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id judge of Things; a Will to chuſe, 
ad to determine it in its Actions; a 
onſeience, to be a faithful Monitor, 
4-to excuſe or to condemn it: And 
hough its Faculties are very much de- 
tap d by Sing and it is grown irregular 
its Actings, yet ſtill the Manner of 
Operations plainly diſcovers ſome- 
ing of its Native Excellency. For, in 
ticular, — How wonderfully quick 
nd ſpeedy are the Actings of the Soul? 
flies immediately to the moſt diſtant 
bjects, and riſes in an inſtant from this 
wer World to the Invifible Realities 
Heaven, How 1s it poſſible, that 
y thing ſhould be more quick than 
hought? it even exceeds the Light- 
ing in its Swiftneſs, and darts at once 
che remoteſt Things, with ſuch Agi- 
xy as is not to be equall'd by the quick- 
Motion, — How vigorous allo and 
pwearied are the Actings of the Soul? 
he Body cannot hold out long in any 
Wxcrciſe, but is ſoon wearied ; whereas 
Ie Soul is always vigorous and active, 
dis no otherwiſe ſubje& to Fatigue, 
tas it is united to the Body. And 
reupon God's People have complain'd, 
at while tbe Spirit has been wil- 
aun, they have found the Fleſh is weak. 
Juicer ein, The Actings of the Soul are 
une and unſearchable by any Creature. 
| | They 


the 
tn 
the 
U 
If 


Ia! 
They are not only hid from the Enqu 
ries of Men; but even the Devil hin. 
ſelf cannot at all Times know o 
„Thoughts: And it is only God W 
J = OY fearcheth the Heart, and trieth the Rim 
Jon ii. 5. and needeth not that any ſhowld Teftify 
Man, for he knoweth what is in Ma 
And I may add too, that The Acting 
the Soul are often independent on th 
For we may frequently obſery 
when Sleep has lock'd up all the genf 
of che Body, the Soul is fill at liber 
to exerciſe its Thoughts. And when 
length it ſhall be ſeparated from tf 
Body, and the Union hall be broke 
tween them, the Soul will be ſo fu fri 
ceaſing then to act, that it will aq vi 
greater Vigor, and . with larger View 
Eccl. xii. for when the Duſt ſball return m 
4 Earth as it was, the Spirit ſhall returil 
God that gave it : And while the Bo 
after Death lies rotting in che Grave, f 
Soul of the Believer, being ab/ent fn 
2 Cor. v. the Body, ſhall be preſent with the Lit 
- 8. and ſhall enjoy a ſweet and ſatisfy 
Communion with him. And then, 
(.) The Excellency of the Soul if 
pears in the Extent of its Capacity. Wil 
are unable to conceive at preſent, ho 
far the Powers of the Soul extend, a 
what its vaſt Capacity can reach to; 4 
have at beſt but an imperfe& Notion 


. 


1 
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exalted Views that it will have here- 

ter, and of the Influence the Know- 
age it will then enjoy will have upon 
ur Happinels. e know indeed that 
is capable of high Attainments; and 
y the Pleaſure that atrends the Progreſs 
gat it makes in Knowledge now, we 
jay conceive that the Perfection of its 
nowledge when it comes to Heaven, 
ill be attended with the moſt exquiſite 
elight, We know that in its Nature, 
xe Soul is a Companion fit for Angels; 
2, that tis capable of Communion 
ith the God of Angels. And it is what 
e Experience of Believers has abun- 
ntly confirm'd, that even here below 
je Soul has ſome Communion with the 
efſed God, and by the Help of Faith is 
pable of ſeeing Lim that is Invifible: 


th Marrow and Fatneſs, when it en- 5: 
ys the Tokens of his Preſence, and 
n diſcern the Evidences of his Love. 
t the extenſive Views of which ttis 
pable when it ſhall come to Heaven, 
e full Communion it ſhall then enjoy 
Ich God in Glory, the Knowledge it 
al have of the Divine Perfections, and 
e unſpeakable Delight ir ſhall be fill'd 
th, when all the Darkneſs that at- 
as it now, ſhall be remov'd, when 
Wall fee the admirable Harmony, and 

| "© perfect 


d 'tis by this, the Soul is ſatisfied as Phil. lxiii 
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perfect Wiſdom of the Ways of Gal 
and all the Wonders of his. Grace | 
Love ſhall be diſplay' d before it; the 
we can form but an imperfect Notiont 
at preſent ; which yet however may 
enough to ſhew the Excellency of | 
Soul in its Capacity for ſuch En 
ments, though we muſt leave the 2 
prehenſion of them to that | hay 


x Cor aii. Time, when that which is perfect | 


10. come, and that which is in part foal 
done away. But again, 
(4.) The Excellency of the Soul 
pears in its Duration, or in the Immi 
tality of its Exiſtence. When once i 
Soul has been created with theſe no 
Faculties, we are ſo far from havinga 
Reaſon to ſuppoſe, that it ſhall peri 
with the Body, or that the Power 
God ſhall be exerted to annihilate a 
deſtroy it; that we have the highe 
Ground to be aſſur'd of its Immortal at 
Unchangeable Duration. What elſe a 
be the Reaſon, of the Thoughts of In 
mortality we find within us, andt 
the Hope and Proſpect that we have( 
an Eternity? Or how can we ſuppdi 
that God, who has ſhewn the great 
Wiſdom in his forming all Things wi 
an exact Proportion to their Value, 
with an admirable Tendency to anſw 


the Deſign that * were made f. 
| woul 


C3 2 
vould have endow'd the Soul with-ſuch 
alarg'd Deſires, as can be ſatisfied with 
othing leſs than ſuch a Happineſs as is 
mmenſe in its Degree, and infinite in 
ts Duration, if he defign'd it only for 
he ſhort Continuance of the preſent Life, 
rhere no ſuch Happineſs is ever to be 
ound? No, there's another. State, for 
yhich the Soul is made; nor is it on- 
y to the Light of Reaſon and Philoſo- 
hy that we are left to be inform'd a- 
out it; but we have the Teſtimony of 
e Word of God to affure us of it in 
e ſtrongeſt manner; where Liſe and : Tim. i: 
mmortality are brought ts light; and 10. 
e are begotten to @ lively Hope of an In- Pet. i, 
eritance, incorruptible and undefiled, and 4 5: 
bat fadeth not away, reſerv'd in Heaven 
or all thoſe who are kept by the power of 
od through Faith unto Salvation. The 
heath of a Believer is no more than the 
ſalving of his earthly Houſe, to bring Cor. v. i. 
um to a Houſe not made with Hands, 
ternal in the Heavens; and when he leaves 
e World, it is to depart, and be with Phil. i. 23. 
briſt. In ſhort, there is not any thing 


ore evident and plain, than the Af- 


urance that the Scripture gives us, of the 
ternal Life and Immortality of the Soul, 
yhich when its Union with the Body is 


ivd, immediately returns to God 


bat gave it; and while the Souls of 
* Carnal 


dering the Excellency of its Nature, and 
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Carnal Worldlings ſhall be lodg'd in ever. 
laſting Miſery, thoſe of the Righteou 
ſhall enjoy a never ending Happineſs: And 
even their Bodies too ſhall in due time 
be reunited to them, and ſhall be brought 
to take up their Abode for ever with 
them at the Reſurrection.— And thu 
then, we may form a Judgment of the 
Worth and Value of the Soul, by conf- 


by attending to the noble Properties i 
is endow'd with. But again, 
Secondly, We may judge of the Worth 
of the Soul, by conſidering, with what 
particular Regard it has been treated 
and in what high Eſteem it has been 
held, by thoſe, who muſt be cer 
tainly allow'd to be the beſt acquainted 
with the Worth of it. There's none 
who has ſo intimate and clear a Knoy- 
ledge of the true Value of the Soul, 
Gor, by whom it was originally form'd, 
and who endow'd it with the noble Qui 
lities of which it is poſſeſs'd; and it 
is evident from the whole Tenor of the 
Scripture, that tis the Soul, which he 
would have us principally to regard, and 
which he has the higheſt Value for him- 
ſelf. It is the Care of this, that he 
continually recommending to us in the 
ſtrongeſt Terms, and to deter us. fron 
the Practice of Iniquity, he preſſes i 
upo 


[19] 


pon us as an Argument of the greateſt 5 
eight, that be that fins againſt him, Prov- vii. 


A 


prongeth his own Soul. And ſuch is the 30. 
Regard,. that he has to the Soul himſelf, 
hat he conſiders none, as his frye Wor- Joh. iv. 23 · 
bippers, but ſuch as worſhip him in Spirit 
and in Truth; and *tis the Love and Ve- 


r eration of the Soul that he eſteems, more Mark xii. 
* lan all whole Burnt-offerings and Sacri-s 
7727 —CHRIsT alſo, who has redeem'd 


he Soul, and therefore very well muſt 
now the Worth of it, has taught us 
o conſider it, as of greater Value than 
bu be whole World; and to be ſo concern'd 
bout it, as not to fear them which kill — 
he Body, but are not able to kill the Soul; 
ut rather to fear him which is able to de- 
roy both Soul and Body in Hell. 
and thoſe too, who have happily been 
Wrought ro know themſelves, and have 
deen ſavingly enlighten'd from above, 
ave always ſpoken in the higheſt man- 
2 9 of the Worth and Value of their 
Jools, and have employ'd their greateſt 
te Diligence and Care about them; they 
| hefſÞ'""e look d upon them as their chief 


e . | 
.aFconcern, and this has been he End of : Pet. i.g. 
ane; 2 : < 

, W'wr Faith, even the Salvation of their 

im- 

* ouls. - But further, 


Thirdly, We may judge of the Worth 
f the Soul, by conſidering the Price of 
C 2 its 


of our Souls; that we ſhould ſearch into 


Zech. vi. 
13. 


v pon the exceeding Greatneſs of the Po 


1 Cor. vi. 
20. 


1 Pet. i. 
18, 19. 


48 Silver amd Gold, but with the preciuu 
Blood of Chrift, as of a Lamb, with 


L 20 ] 


irs Redemption. There is no need that ye 
ſhould take a View of all the Wonder 
that have been done by God in favour 


the 'marvellous Tranſactions of Eternity 
between the Father and the Son, whey 
the Counſel of Peace was between then 
both, in the myſterious Covenant of Re 
demption; or that we ſhould ſurvey the 
admirable Wiſdom and ſurprizing Lone 
that may be ſeen in every Part of the 
well-order'd Covenant of Grace: There 
no need that we ſhould fix our Thought 


er of God, in the Regenerating of on 
Souls, when they were ruin'd and de 
ſtroy'd by Sin; or that we ſhould cok 
der the Proviſion he has made for thei 
Eternal Happineſs, in the Kingdom pre 

ar'd for them from the Foundation d 
the World: It is enough to ſhew thi 
Excellence and Value of the Soul, if we 
attend but only to the Price of its Redeny 
tion. For we are bought with a PricMi 
with an ineſtimable Price indeed; an 
are redeem d, not with corruptible thing 


Blemiſh and without Spot. Not all thai 
Riches of the World, or the moſt colt) 
Sacrifices, were a ſufficient Price for ti 


Redemprion of the Soul ; nor was then 
| A 


Ln] MM. 
ny Ranſom of ſuch Value to be found 
mong the Creatures, as would have 
n enough to purchaſe its Deliverance 


rom the unhappy State that it was 
rought into by its Apoſtacy from God, 


or the Redemption of the Soul is precious; Pf. tix. 8. 


nd if it had been only left to ourſelves, 
muſt have ceas'd for ever, and have cut 
; of from any Hope of its ever 
ing accompliſh'd, But when we 
ad nothing to expect but Wrath and 
iſery, and there was really no Help 
us, the Lord himſelf was pleas'd to 
ok upon the Soul with Pity and Com- 


afion, and to ſay, Deliver him from go- Job xxxiii, 


ws down to the Pit, I have found a Ran- 


1m. And 'tis indeed a. Ranſom of the 
igheſt Value he has found; for he has 


ok it from his very Boſom, and has not Rom. vii. 


% his own Son, but deliver d him up 
= 2s all, And how amazing then 


dhe Expence he has been at, for the 
W:lvation of our Souls? that he ſhould 


ive up his beloved Son to Sufferings and 
hame, and ſhould deliver him to all the 
gonies of an accurſed Death, that he 
ight pay the Price of our Redemp- 
on? The Worth of Souls muſt ſurely 


ein high Eſteem with God, ſince he 


a8 willing to redeem them at ſo great a 


W'ice; the Miſery they were expos'd to 
Wult needs be very dreadful, when he 


would 
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would take ſo wonderful a Way to fre 
them from it ; the Happineſs they wer 
capable of, and which twas his Deſign 
to raiſe them to, muſt needs be ven 
glorious, when he would be at ſuch 
vaſt Expence to purchaſe it. For wha 
could be more precious than the Blood 
of Chriſt ? or what could be more yalu 
able than the Sufferings of the Son 
God? —— And therefore now, ther 
can be need of nothing more, to ſhewth 
Worth and Value of the Soul, than th 
ineſtimable Price that has been pai 
for its Redemption; and after we hay 
ſeen, that the Great God, who knoy 
the real. Worth of Things, has give 
up what was deareſt to him in the He 
vens above for the Salvation of the Soul 
we cannot any more fuppoſe, that 
the Enjoyments of this lower Wo 
can ever be a Compenſation for the 
of it. Let us go on then, T3. 


al 


ter, 


II. To conſider, what is implied 
loſing of the Soul? or what it is, f 
a Man to %% his own Soul? | 

And here, we are not to * 
that tis the bare Annihilation of d 
Soul that is intended, or that it ſign! 
no other, than to loſe it as a Beaſt dog, 
and to ceaſe to be. For as the Soul 


in itſelf a Spiritual and Immarerial SUB nder; 
; ane 


[23] 


W:nce, it is not ſubject unto Death; nor 
ire we any room to think, that it will 
annihilated. The very Queſtion that 
ur Saviour puts, ſuppoſes it Immortal]; 
1 the whole of Religion declares ir, in 
je Account it gives us of the Rewards 
d Puniſhments of a Future State. Nor 
ould our Lord have ſaid to the Con- 
ned Thief, when he was juſt expiring 


in Paradiſe, if when he died his Soul 43. 
23 to exiſt no more, and he ſhould be 


| capable of any Happineſs : Nor would 
have declar'd of him that ſhould be- 


be had not been born, it after all the + 
ars that he had ſpent in Life, when he 
ld leave the World in a few Days, he 
to ceaſe to be, and had no Miſery to 
fer. The loſing of the Soul, in ſuch 
Way, as to deſtroy its very Being and 
nſtence, however great and terrible a 
ils it may appear to be, is what the 
lerable would be glad to come to; 
| where the Miſery they ſuffer is Ex- 
m, and there 's no Hopeof a Delive- 
ns from it, it is a Point that may be 
iy determin'd, that none would rather 
ou % to live in Torment, than to ceaſe 
— but by the loſing of the Soul, we are 
and nderſtand no leſs, than an * 

dts 


pol 


the Croſs, To Day thou ſhalt be with Lak. xi 


i him, It had been good for that Man Mat. xxvi. 
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ble and Eternal Loſs; the Loſs of all i 
Happineſs of which the Soul is capati 

and the expoſing it to the moſt drea 
Miſery. enn 

I.) It implies the Loſs of all the Hy 

pineſs of which the Soul is capable. 

Rom. ii. though we all have finned, and come || 


23. of the Glory of God, yet there's aW 
found out, for the Remi ſſion of our Si 

Eph. i. 16. thro' Faith in Chriſt, for reconciliug u 
God by the Blood of his Croſs, and i 

1 Pet. i.3. begetting us to a lively Hope of all the Hun 
Luke xix, Pineſs of Heaven. The Son of Man 
10. come to ſeek and to ſave that which.u 
| 40% and by the Appointment of the 
Heb. v. 9. ther, Chriſt is become the Author of Bl 
nal Salvation unto all them that obey hi 

But if we careleſly neglect this great Mofa 

vation, and wilfully refuſe to come 
Chriſt, if we deſpiſe the Mercy that! 

offers to us, and are ſe fooliſh as to preiiim 

the Profits of the World to the Riches ¶ che 

his Grace, we have no room to hope Meeri 

the Enjoyment of the Happineſs that Whey 

has ſer before us; our Souls are tui lin. 

iii, 19. and undone for ever, and we cannot ti; 
ter into his Reſt, becauſe of Unbelief. WTyr: 

that however excellent and valuable Whas ! 

itſelf the Soul may be, however capt 

of the moſt exquiſite Enjoyments and 
Eternal Pleaſures, it is reduc'd by vin 

ſach a hopeleſs and undone Conditiq; 
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pinefs 1 wh how , 2275 
pſt 1 the to be 72 7755 . 
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15 


c al eftumanies of hi | 

ar i? a moſt enlyrg'd 911 of 

þ 155 J % 2 etern ly excluded 
Frag, 5 B00 emp- 


= 


ought by Chr 
ud of hw urcha het ate: — 
ating 0 ad pi precious 
Roger — T2 wever great and 
pin 00. it bd to be depriv'd 
ff all chis is is not that 
„implied ig 5 of the Soul. 15 
2.) It is attended likewiſe at the fame 
time, with the FF oling of the Soul i ro 
the molt dreadfyl iſery. For by pre- 
bring of 1278 orld to Chriſt, and by 
eying of the Dictates of the Carnil 
Mind, the Saul 1 18 braught into Subjgc- 
oa to the Devil, who is the worſt of 
Tyrants: Satan, the frrong. Man armed, 
has it in Paſſeſſi ſſion; and 1 
{lat now geur s inthe ew nel te 1 ſ6- 
ledience. And is it not an infinitely great 
and real Eval, to be poſſeſsd by Satan, 
ud to | be a Slave to him, who is the 
D Enemy 


rom that God ir in pig 16 Fd. Pfal. xvi; 


is the Spirit Eph. ii. a. 


Heb. x. 
27. 


John. iii. 
18. 


laſting Miſery ; and even now the Wratf 
of God does actually abide upon him, aui 
the Enjoyments that he has are loads 
'with a Curſe. And tho' he may not no 
be ſenſible, that he is reaping of the Fir 


the Time will come for the full Hu 
'veſt; and he is in Danger every Me 


nour of his Law, and pour out the fierce 


ment, aud fiery Indignation, ww 1 
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Enemy of Souls? What but Deſtrudj, 
on, can be expected from him? and wha 
be the Wages of his Service, can bu 
Eternal Death and Miſery? Hell and De 
ſtruction are appointed for theSinner, ant 
there is nothing that he has before hin 


but à certain fearful looking for of Jui 
hi 
devour the Adverſaries. As he believes u 
in the Son of God, he is condemn'd ul 
ready, and ſentenc'd by the Law to Ever 


fruits of Wrath, yet *tis not long befon 


ment to be call'd away, to have the ben 
tence executed on him in its utmoſt N 
gour, when God will vindicate the He 


neſs of his Wrath upon the Guilty 800 


And who is there can tell the Power Mark 


Heb. x. 
31. 


Ia. xxxili. 


14 


his Wrath? or who is able to concei g ad 
how fearful a thing it is, to fall into it Pl. 
Hands of the living God? Who is then Cor 
that can well with the devouring Fire, oulc 
who can dwell with Everlaſting BurningFeants 


Vet this is what the Sinner brings upouny 


himſelf, by lofing of his Soul; hit is # 
6 3 Portil 
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ance that is allotred for him. | 
And oh, how dreadful then, muſt be 
e loſt undone Condition of the Soul, 
ot only to have loſt the Happineſs of 
eaven, but like the fallen Angels, to be 


bains of Darkneſs, where every thing 
which the Excellency of the Soul ap- 
eat d, will only ſerve to heighten and 
creaſe its Miſery? For when by Sin it 
u deſtroy'd itſelf, with what Regret 


er. 
uad Anguiſh muſt it look back to its Ori- 


nal, and curſe the Folly it has ſhewn, 
hat notwithſtanding the ſuperior Worth 
ndDignity of the Soul, yet all its Care 
ould be employ'd about the Body? How 
d muſt the Reflexion be, to think upon 
noble Faculties, that they ſhould be ſo 
retchedly abus d, and made the Inſtru- 
tents of Sin? How aggravating maſt it 
to call to mind the Extent of its Capa- 
ty, that when 'twas capable of ſuch en- 
$2 d Degrees of Light and Knowledge, it 
ould be ſunk into the loweſt Depths of 
arkneſs and Confuſion, and inſtead of be» 
g admitted to the Enjoyment of thehigh- 
Pleaſures, in the Society of Angels, and 
Communion with the Bleſſed God, it 
ould be ſuffering of ,the greateſt Tor- 
ents, and be confin'd for ever to theCom- 
any of Devils? With what an Agony of 
D 2 Horrar 


Þrtion of bis Cup, and this the Inheri- Pfl. xi.6. 


oft down to Hell, and be delivered into 2 Pet.ii.4. 


„„ 
Horror and Deſpair, malt it reflect upon 
its Immortality, that it can never eat to 
be, and therefore never can dog Hope R 
of being deliver'd from its Miſery ? HoyMfc 
bicterly muſt 5 heel its Folly, that i 
ſhoald ſlight the Teſtimonies that Werbe 

iven it of its Worth and Va ue, and not nt 
be mov'd by any Exhottations to regal ne 
the Things belonging to nts Peace? And 
how muft it with Shame refſect upon * 
Vene, of its Conduct, and own the [y- 

ige of its Condemnatien, that when h 
much was done by God for the Salvation 


- 


of the Soul, and ſuch a Price 1 paſd bf 
Chriſt for its Redemption, it thould k 
careleſs of its own Salvation, and the 
Van 


ics Time in the Purſuit of Earchly 
ties, without attending to the Great Con 


. F 


cerns that were of infinite pg 0 
1 Z o Vorle 


it, and for the Gaining of the 


. 


ſhould have incurr'd the Lots and Rui, 
of 3he J08 1d 
The Loſing of the Soul myſt therefoi bas 

be allow'd, to be an infinitely great an ind 
real Evil; and howſoever now the Ci mor 
nal Worldling may be unconcern'd abouff whe 
it, the Time will come, when he (hall and 
ſee the Folly of his Conduct in uf the] 
ſtrongeſt Light, and ſhall be ſen{ib\ tirel) 
how Freadfol is the Loſs of an Immoll the! 
tal Soul. But then alaſs, there will bl Wor 
no retrieving it; and when the Tor Hort 


ment 


1 
ments of the Soul-are once begun, there. 
re no further Means appointed for the 


bor the Soul, out of the State of Sin and 
Miſty, after the Day of its Salvation has 
deen once expir'd, into a State of Holi- 
neſs and Happineſs ; and as the Soul can 
never ceaſe do be, it is impoſſible there 
hould be any Period to its Miſery; and 
{ the Loſs of it muſt be Remedileſs. — 
And thus then we have ſhewn, what is 
implied in loſing of che Soul, We ſhalt 
proceed now, 


III. To make it evident, that the 
greateſt Worldly Gain is far from being 
any Compenſation for the Lofs and Ruin 
of the Soul. For what fall it profit 4 
Man, if he. fhall gain the whole World, and 

[fe bis own Son? | 
And qere our Saviour, when he ſpeaks 
of a Man's Gaining of the whole World, 
For has ſer the Matter in the ſtrongeſt Light, 
ind gratited in his Suppofition vaſtly 
more than any one can reach to. For 
where is any one can ſay, that he is Lord 
and Maſter of the whote World, and that 
chi the Riches and the Pleaſures of it are en- 
tirely at his Command? No, after all 
the Pains we take, tis but a little of the 
World we can gain, and we are vaſtly 
ſhort of reaching to the Whole of it. 
But 


Whole of it, it would be far from making Wh: 
us Amends for the 'invaluable Loſs of an fa 
Immortal Soul: As will abundantly ap- Wot 
Rear, if we but take a View of the Enjoy. Mer 
ments of the World, as to their Empti- WP! 
neſs and Vanity; as to their utter Inabi- th 
licy to ſupply the greateſt of our Wants; pl. 
and as to the Uncertainty and Shortnels th 
of the Time of the Duration. ed 
1.) If we take a View of the Enjoy- Nnic 
ments of the World, as to their Empti- ¶ ſic 
neſs and Vanity, it will appear that 555 

have nothing in them of a Real Worth, 
and all the Value that is ſer upon them i 
but Imaginary. It is indeed ſo evident, 
that what we call the Enjoyments of the 
World, or the Good Things of Life, do 
generally owe their Value to Opinion, that 
there's an Alteration in their Price accord - 
ing to the different Sentiments and Views 
of Men; and we are ſo far from having all 
a Value for the ſame Thing, that what 
appears to be a ſolid Good to one Man, 
is look'd upon as worthleſs by another. Wot t. 
The ſplendid Honours that are ſo highs 
ly priz'd by the Ambitious, are treated 
with Contempt by the Voluptuous : The Ws. 
Men of Pleaſure, that employ their Time and i 
in the Purſuit of the Delights of Senſe, 
are look'd upon as Brutes, and laugh bun; 


at by the Covetous; and on the othef al tl 
hand, Nef th 


1 
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he | FE 3 Fe 

g band, the Covetous, who are every Day 
n Wfatiguing of themſelves in the amaſſing 
> Nof ſuperfluous Riches, are ridicul'd as 
- Meroveling Earthworms by the Men of 


Pleaſure. *Tis eaſy therefore to be ſeen, 
that in the different Purſuits they are em- 


5; Mpoloy'd in, the Value of the Objects that 
{4 Mtheir Hearts are ſer upon, is only ground- 
ed vpon Fancy, and built upon Opi- 
- ion; for if there was a real and intr in- 
t- Wick Goodneſs in them, they would be 


Gi equally eſteem'd as ſuch, and would be 
h, Wequally deſir'd by all Mankind, out of 
che Natural Regard they have, to what 
nt, Mis moſt convenient for the Relief of their 
he Neceſſities, and moſt agreeable to their 
do MW Worldly Intereſt; + The Enjoyments of 
nat the World then, are in themſelves but 
rd Mvorthleſs and contemptible; and there 
is nothing in the Pleaſures or the Profits 
all What it offers to us, but the Appearance, 
hat Mend the empty Shew, of what is Good. 
an, And 'twas the Knowledge that he had 
er. Nof this, that made the Wiſeman to de- 


gb. clare, with ſuch an Emphaſis, Vanity of Ecel. xi. 


ted Nanities, ſaith the Preacher, all is Van-* 
be He had applied his Heart, to know 
me and ſearch, and had been running over 
nſe, Hall the Works that are done under the 
h'd un; he had been taking a Review of 
het Hell the Mirth and Pleaſure, as well as. 
nd, Nef the Buſineſs and the Labour, of the 

Sons 
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But yet, ſuppoſin we could gain the 
Whole of it, it would be far from making 


* . X 


m m; } 
us Amends for the 'invaluable Loſs of an If 
Immortal Soul: As will abundantly ap. Wo 
pear, if we but take a View of the Enjoy. We 
ments of the World, as to their Empti- WP 
neſs and Vanity; as to their utter Inabi- Wt! 
lity to ſupply the greateſt of our Wants; Mp 
and as to the Uncertainty and Shortneſ Mitt 
of the Time of the Duration. ec 
1.) If we take a View of the Enjoy- Ini 
ments of the World, as to their Empti- Wc 
neſs and Vanity, it will appear that 50 
have nothing in them of a Real Worth, eq 
and all the Value that is ſet upon them i 
but Imaginary. It is indeed ſo evident, 
that what we call the Enjoyments of the 
World, or the Good Things of Life, do 
generally owe their Value to Opinion, that 
there's an Alteration in their Price accord- 
ing to the different Sentiments and Views 
of Men; and we are ſo far from having al 
a Value for the ſame Thing, that what 
appears to be a, ſolid Good to one Man, 
is look'd upon as worthleſs by another. 
The ſplendid Honours that are fo higb- 
ly priz'd by the Ambitious, are treated 
with Contempt by the Voluptuous : The 
Men of Pleaſure, that employ their Time 
in the Purſuit of the Delights of Senſe, 
are look'd upon as Brutes, and laugh'd 
at by the Covetous; and on the oy 
and, 


the [ ju 1 


ng hand, the Covetous, who are every Day 
an Mfatiguing of themſelves in the amaſſing 
p- Mof ſuperfluous Riches, are ridicul'd as 
y- Meroveling Earthworms by the Men of 
ti- Fleaſure. Tis eaſy therefore to be ſeen, 
bi- chat in the different Purſuits they are em- 
ts; ploy'd in, the Value of the Objects that 
eſs their Hearts are ſer upon, is only ground- 
ed upon Fancy, and built upon Opi- 
op- nion; for if there was a real and intrin- 
ti- ick Goodneſs in them, they would be 
= equally eſteem'd as ſuch, and would be 
th, equally deſir d by all Mankind, out of 
mis che Natural Regard they have, to what 
ent, is moſt convenient for the Relief of their 
the Neceſſities, and moſt agreeable to their 
do Worldly Intereſt. The Enjoyments of 
hat che World then, are in themſelves but 
rd · N worthleſs and contemptible; and there 
ews is nothing in the Pleaſures or the Profits 
al chat it offers to us, but the Appearance, 
hat Hand the empty Shew, of what is Good. 


lan, And 'twas the Knowledge that he had 

her. Hof this, that made the Wiſeman to de- 

igh clare, with ſuch an Emphaſis, Vanity of Ecol. xis 
ated Nanities, ſaith the Preacher, all is Vam-® 


ly, He had applied his Heart, to know 
and ſearch, and had been running over 
ill the Works that are done under the 
dun; he had been taking a Review of 
all the Mirth and Pleaſure, as well as. 
of the Buſineſs and the Labour, of the 

| Sons 


Ila. lv. 2. 


. Sons of Men; he had fix d his Thou 


and had conſider d the Diſcoveries tl 
bad made; he had abſery'd chem frog 


' Youth, till they were weaken'd 
Age, and made the Prey of Death 


nity 

the Fruit of al & his 5 1 en 
rienge; this was the Co 

che Trials he had made; and after 
bad ꝓaſs d, from loving of 

' LO! 
 Refolucion that he comes to, Vawty! 
Vaxities, all is Vanity; d hom am 


Zing. is our Folly then, that We hau 
run the Hazard af gur Souls, een 8 


worchleſs Vanities? chat for 


ſubſtantial? and ſpead 27 Maxey far th 
that which fatisfieth nt? F or, again, 
ſupply the greateſt af our Wants, it wi 
appear that they are far from bearing al 
of the Soul, and ſo muſt be uncapable! 
| may be 1 in Earthly Th roſpir r 
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upon the Enterprizes they had form 


their Birth, chro all the i 
all 


finally, upon the whole, 8 4655 
Vanities all is Vanity: 


the Cen 


to enjoy them, from enjoying tl 
dir d wich chem, LT as 0 


Pleaſures we ſhould forfeit Fay 28.47 


which is not Bread, aud our. Lebonr.] 


2.) If we conſider the Enjoyments ( 
the World, as to their utter Inability! 


manner of Proportion'to,the-Necetitt 


make us happy. For vchatſqe ver thi 


dies, and to ſupply them with the Ac- 
commodatians: that are, hecgflary,to. the 
Support of Life, they are no way ſuited 
to / the moſt Noble Part of Man, and can- 
not be of any Service to the Soul. For 
what ſhalll we pretend to nouriſh and te- 
freſh the Soul with Meats and Drinks, 
or to amuſe and entertain jt With the De- 
lights of Senſe? Shall we imagine that 
we may ranſom it with Geld or Silver, 
when it is going to be call d away, by 
Death, and. wWerhave laid it open to Pe- 
ſtruction by ousSins? No, all cheſe Things 
bare no Proportion to the Soul; and we 
2s rationally might expect, the Body 
ſhould be fed and keꝑt alive by Arguments 
and Reaſanings, as that the Enjoyments 
of-this lower: Wotld ſhould be able to 
ſupply the Spiritual Wants of an Immor- 
tal Soul. A pamper'd Body may have 4 


ſtarved Saul; and the Rich Man, who's Luke xi: 
chtb'd in Purple and fine Linnen, and 19. 23. 


fares ſumptubuſly every Day, may in a 
little Time Jift : up bis Eyes in, Torments, 
and want a Drop of Water to cool his 
Tongue. They are Goods of quite ano- 
cher Kind, than what the World affords, 
that the Soul ſtands in need of, Goods 
that are altogether Spiritual and wholly 
diſengag d from:;Seniſe and Matter: No- 
thing leſs will do: for the Soul, than an 
Intereſt in Chriſt, . che Pardon gf Sin, 
| E 


Commu— 


[ 34 ] | 

Communion with God, the Supplies of 
his Grace, the Influences and the Conf 

lations of his Spirit, and the reviving 
Foretaſtes of Eternal Happineſs, Theſe 
are ſuch Things, as *tis impoſſible the 
Soul ſhould want them, and be happy; 
and as tis evident, the World can't ſu 

ply them, becauſe they are infinitely ſu- 
perior to any thing in it, and can be had 


Jam. i. 17. from none, but from the Father of Lights, 


from whom it is that every good and per- 
fect Gift proceeds, ſo notwithſtanding 
all the Enjoyments we are now poſleſs'd 
of, the Soul may ſtill be left in a deplo- 
rable Condition, wretched and blind and 
naked for Eternity. And therefore, when 
the greateſt Affluence of Earthly Thing 


is no way able to ſupply our Wants, what 


ſhall it profit a Man, if he ſhall gain tbe 
whole World, and loſe his own Soul? What 
Compenſation. can the World make us 
for the Ruin of the Soul, when tis in- 
capable of ſatisfying our Defires, or of 
ſecuring us from Want and Miſery? But 
further, N | be 

3.) If we conſider the Enjoyments of 
the World, as to the Shortneſs and Un- 
certainty of the Time of their Duration, 
it will appear that tis but for a little 
while we can enjoy them, and that there 
no Proportion in the Time of their Com 
tinuance, to the Duration of an * 


[35] 
tal Soul. And is it neceſſary here, that 
we ſhould prove the ſhort and fleeting 
State of the Enjoyments of the World ? 
Is it not evident from hence, that as 
they are Viſible and Earthly in their Na- 
ture, ſo upon this account they mult be 


changeable and fading; while none but — 


Things that are Inviſible and Spiritual, 

can be of an Immortal and Unchangeable 
Duration? Is it not certain alſo, that the 
Apoſtacy and Sin of Man, has introduc'd 

an Alteration in the Creatures, and by 

the fatal Influence of its Corruption has 

made them ſubject unto Vanity, and ſo Rom. vii. 
far heighten'd and increas d their Natu- 

ral Inconſtancy, that they. are always 
burrying to an End, and haſtening to 


| oſcape out of our Hands? They are periſh- 


able of themſelves; but they decay much 

ſooner, becauſe the Sins-of Men have 

brought a waſting Leproſy upon them, 

by which they are devour d and conſum'd, 

And hence the Scripture, to expreſs the 

fleeting and the ſhort Duration of all Sen- 

ible and Earthly Things, makes choiec 

of the moſt momentary and uncertain 

Things that can be; and ſpeaks of em, 

8 Graſ that withers, or as the Flower of 1%. xl. 6. 

the Graſs that fades away; as a Tale that pf. xc. 9. 

i fold, or as a Dream that vaniſhes, when 3 

one awakes; as Things, that are as fleet- * 
E 2 ing 


. 

be 25. l 5 as the Wind, as ſpeedy in theft Nik 
Pl. Kii. 9. tion as a Poſt, as light and vain as 7 
nity itſelf; to l, laid in the Bulance, they 

are altogether lighter than Vun. 

Of what a ſhort and{perifhingDuraticn 
are the higheſt Honours, as tHey ate repre 
ſented to us by the Apoſtle Peter, withs 
beautiful Propriety ? A Fle/b'is asGrujp. 
and all the Glory of Man a the Fhitvers 
Graſs ; the Graſs withereth, and the Fu- 
thereof bh away. If it is true of Min 
himfelf, that he is actually as frail- art 
Fer fhing as he Graſs, whith does fo & 
fly and quickly wither; what is his Oo. 
ry then, which is but as che Flower of 
this Graf? However periſfiing, and ſub- 
ject to decay the Graſs itſelf may be; yet 

it is commonly more durable and laſting; 
than the Flower that it bears. The Wind 
and Sun, the Cold and Heat, the Dry- 
neſs of the Day, or Dampneſs of the 
Night, the Hand of Man, er any othet 
Accident, may crop the Flower off; bt 
make it wither and decay, much ſooner, 
and mote eaſily, than the Blade of Graf 
which has a Root to ſtrengthen and 175 
port it. As then the Flower of neceſſi- 
ry muſt die and wither with the Grals, 
but often fades and falls away before it; 
ſo if Man dies, his Glory can ſurvive 

no more, but bf neceſſity muſt periſh 


with him; and though his fleeting Lite 
can 


ES 

Provaxiii. Man ſays, Labour not to be rich; wilt t 

+5" fet thine Eyes upon that which is not? «jollfh 

| Riches certainly make themſelves Wing 
they fly away as an Eagle towards He, 

They often leave us, even before we di 

or if they do not, it is certain, they wi 

never follow us at Death: And notwit 

ſtanding all his Fondneſs for them, a 

the Defire he has to graſp them till; y 

when the covetous Miſer goes, theRichs 

Pfal. xlix. that he had will ſtay behind him, 3 

7 when he dies he ſhall carry nothing au 

As be came forth of his Mother's Wi 

Rcel.v. ig, 1aked ſhall he return to go as he came, a 

6, Hall take nothing of his Labour, which! 

may carry away in his Hand; and tit u 

ſo is a ſore Evil, that in all Points a 

came, ſo ſhall he go; and what Profit lu 

he that bath labour'd for the Wind. At 

thus then the Enjoyment of the Rich 

we poſſeſs will ſoon be over, and 

can have them but for a little Time. out 

And 'tis the ſame too, as to the Plaid 

ſures and Delights of Senſe; tis but ali P 

tle while, that we can reliſh or en, 

them, and there is nothing of a mige 

ſhort and fleeting, or of a more unceqWerld 

rain momentary Nature than the Plat ir 

ſure that they give us. Should welvgicty 

poſe the Life of any Carnal or Volupi in 

ous Perſon to be made up-of a continuo, 2 

Courſe of Pleaſures and Delights, ö te B 
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11 the Entertainment that they give 
im would be but ſhort, and muſt expire 
hen his Days are ended. But in reality 
;s more than we can grant to any one, 
at the Duration of his Pleaſures ſhall 
25 long as the Continuance of his Life. 
xr oftentimes it happens, that before 
th there comes a Time, in which the 
nſes having loſt their Vigour are no 
ore capable of reliſhing the Pleaſures, 
at we have formerly been rouch'd with 


thi 
« 


as are coming, and the Years draw 
ch, when we ſhall ſay, we have no Plea- 
2 in them; and tis not long before the 
raſhopper ſhall be 4 Burden, and Defire 
il fail. And even before we are im- 
rd by Sickneſs, or weaken'd by Old 
ge, how often do Diſguſt and Weari- 
[s, how often do Uneaſineſs and Pain, 
ceed our Pleaſures, and put an End 
our Enjoyments? When we have fol- 
„d them at any Time to an Exceſs, 
a: Pleaſure vaniſhes and turns to Bitter- 
and Laughter borders upon Tears. 
e higheſt Pleaſure of the Carnal 
eldling, though it be ſweet and plea- 
in the Month, yet Loathing and 
Very may take away the Reliſh of it, 
in his Bowels it may turn to Bitter- 
„ and be the Gall of Aſps within him. 
e Burden that it lays upon the Con- 
| ſcience, 


the moſt lively manner. The Evi ge ail i, 5. 
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ſcience, and therFatigue it; ghee 
the Mind and Body, When we dada 
ourſelves: — of Time in 


Delights of Senſe, wilbmake the fad 


Eccl. vii. 6.; 


it to be uneaſy to Us, and y iH US byt 
fad Reflection when dis over. An the 
there is not any thing ſo xainga nch fly 
ing, as the Delights of Senſe; For a 

crackling. of — 4 Fot, ſſa in 
Laughter of tbe Hol; this dlſoqs} ani 
So flectiggeis the Mirth of Carbal k 


ſo hort and tranſitory is the: Blk 


that, the World gives, that it-;expit 
hike; axſydden ;Blaze, and dies a 


Joonias it appears. 


How vain and em reyithen- el 
— Lg and the Riches, and dhe Ph 
(ares. of the World? and What a li 
Matter is there in them of Duration 


Solidity? How undeſerving are dhe 
our Value and Eſteam, when, they 


nothing in them of a real: Worth, W 
they are unable to ſſupply che greatel 
our Wants, and when they periſir i 
ſhort a Time? What - Folly is t tap 
an empty Nothing, to our gouls, and 
expoſe ourſelves 40, Everlaſting Ruin 
ſuch a worthleſs- inconſidęrable GU 
What Compenſation can the World: 
us for do great a. Lqſs? or u e 


by _ rag M rere £68 ith 7 
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Vorld, and - loſe his own Sonl? A nd this 
now brings me, in the laſt place, 


IV. To make ſome ſuitable Improve- 
ment of what has been offer'd to you. 
The Subject we are upon is of the utmoſt 
Conſequence, . and therefore ought not 
to be paſs'd {lightly over. There's none 
of us who has not an. Immortal Soul to 
ſave; and therefore we muſt needs ac- 
knowledge, this is a Subject that deſerves 
the beſt Attention, and the moſt ſerious 
Regard of every one among us. We are 
all of us beſer with the enticing Vanities 
of an enſnaring World, and have a Natu- 
ral Inclination to comply with its Temp- 
tations; and therefore need to be cauti- 
ond againſt it : Weare all of us too apt to 
treat our Souls with Careleſneſs, and have 
a Proneneſs to neglect our chief Con- 
cern, and therefore need to be excited to 
greater Care and Diligence, when Mat- 
ters of ſuch Infinite Importance are in 
Dependance. Now then, if we reflect 
on what was ſaid before, as to the Worth 
and Excellency of the Soul, and the en- 

tire Incapacity, and Inſufficience of the 
World to make us any Compenſation for 
the Loſs of it, 

Firſt, What Reaſon have we for Aſto- 
nihment, when we conſider, how little 
k the Value and Regard that Men appear 

F | to 


1 $8 

to have for their Immortal Souls? Hoy 
ready are they to diſhonour and debaſe 
them? how negligent and thoughtleſ 
of providing for them? and how indiffe. 
rent and unconcern'd about the Loſs of 
them? Particularly, N 
- (1. Wich what Amazement and Confu- 

ſion mult it fill us to confider, how Men 
diſhonour and debaſe their Souls, that 
are ſo excellent in their Original, theit 
Operations, and Capacity, and ſo deſery: 
ing of Regard upon account of their Dun 
tion? Should the moſt powerful and 
mighty Monarch in the World ſubmit to 
all the vileſt Offices of Life, and ſpend 
his Time in ſuch Employments, as none 
would ſtoop to but the meaneſt Slave, it 
would be nothing to the debaſing of the 
Soul by Sin. The Soul of Man exceeds in 
Worth and Dignity all that theWorld af- 
fords; 'tis in its Nature little inferiour to 
the glorious Angels; and we may fay, in 
ſome reſpect, it is advanc'd above em, and 
may be look'd upon as ſuperiour to them: 
For Chriſt does never call the Angels, 


1 „Brethren; for verily he took not on him tit 


Nature of Angels, but he took on him tt 
Seed of Abraham; and therefore he is nt 
 aſham'do call us Brethren. But norwith- 
ſtanding all their Dignity and Excellence, 
how commonly do Men diſhonour and 
debaſe their Souls? how wretchedly do 


they 


„ 
they abuſe the noble Faculties they are 
ha Nendow'd with, and wilfully pervert them 
"He to che vileſt Purpoſes? Ho do they give 
iff. chem up into Subjection to the worſt of 
& cb Tyrants, Satan, to be entangled in his 


bis Will? How are they govern d by un- 


— ruly Luſts, and all the Faculties and 
tha Powers of the Soul are ſet at work, to ad- 


rance the outward Honour, or to pro- 
eure the Pleaſures of the Body? The Am- 
bitious Mind continually is putting it on 
finding out new Projects to obtain the Ho- 
nours that it greedily deſires; or elſe it is 
made to ſtoop to all the vileſt Methods to 
fatisfy the Cravings of a Covetous Heart. 
And though there's nothing more diſho- 
nourable to the Soul than Sin, as well as 
more deſtructive to it, yet this 'tis made 


theit 


of the Fleſh and of the Mind. In ſhorr, 
to pleaſe the World, Men will ſubmit to 
any thing, and if they can but gain the 
tiling Profits or Advantages that are here 
ſet before them, they think no Labour 
i too great, nor do they care how they 
debaſe their Souls. And is it not aſto- 
aiſhing, that Men ſhould be ſo thought- 
leſs of the Worth and Excellency of their 
Souls, as to debaſe them to ſo vile a 
dayery? Again, 


F 2 2.) Is 


Snares, and to be taken captive by bim at 2 Tim. 2, 


to yield to, in order to fulfill the Defires n h. ;; , 


C44] 


2.) Is it not aſtoniſhing to conſider 
that even thoſe who have a mighty No. 
tion of the Capacity of their Souls, and 
who admire their Excellence, ſhould on 

ly. ſpend their Time in labouring to im 
prove them in their Rational Faculties 
and take fo little Care of their Salvation! 
How many are there, who endeavour tg 
improve their Natural Abilities, with e. 
very thing but Grace? They cannot be 
at reſt till they have gone thro” all the 
Parts of Human Learning, and conſtant: 
ly are ſtudying, how to advance beyond 
' what others have attain'd to; bur all the 
1 Cor. i. While Chriſt crucified is Fooliſhneſs to 
23. them, as in the Apoltle's Time he was unto 
the learned Greeks. They are ſo far from 
imitating the Apoſtle Paul, who was di. 

1 Cor. it fermin'd not to know any thing, ſave Tei 
Pe Chriſt, and him crucified, that this almolt 
is the only Knowledge, which they 
have no Value for, and which they do 
not ſtudy to be acquainted-with. Ori 
they do at all employ their Thoughts + 
bout the Happineſs and Salvation of thei 
Souls, they muſt be fav'd in ſuch a Wa) 
.as they themſelves ſhall chuſe; and 1 
ſubmitting to the Righteouſneſs of Gi 
they ſtudiouſly contrive to ſeek out ne 
Inventions, and to eftabliſh their own Rig! 
reonſne/s, and ſet themſelves to plead 
for ſuch By-ways, as will never * 
them 


Rom. x. 3 


[45 3 | 
hem to Heaven. And though, in ſhort, 
t cannot but ſurprize us to conſider it, 
vet. it is eaſy to obſerve, that many are 


2 o vile as to abuſe the Endowments that 
hat they have, and to make their Souls 
he wor ſe for their Excellency; and com- 


only it happens, that the more the 
doul is enrich'd with Parts, and the more 
minently it. is furniſh'd with Abilities, 
he more do ſuch! deſpiſe the Plainneſs 
nd Simplicity of the Goſpel ;: for be- 


. 


1nd Heart 15 darken'd, and profeſſing them- 
che elves to be Wiſe, they become Fools. And 


hen, ene 84 21 | 
3.) It may be further Matter of Amaze- 
ent to us to conſider, for what it is that 
oſt Men loſe their Souls. How ma- 
y fell them for a trifling Gain, and 
un the Hazard of their Souls, for the 
ecuring of Poſſeſſions that they ſoon 
uſt part with? How many loſe them 
or a little Eaſe, and venture uponSin, for 
he obtaining of a momentary Pleaſure? 
hey think perhaps, the Sin that they 
ubmit to is but Small, and will be eaſily 
orgiven; and that the World has Ad- 
antages enough to recommend it to 
hem. But why are we thus artful to 
eceive ourſelves? There is no Sin that's 
Wall in its own Nature, but only as it is 
ompar'd with another; and as there is 
no 


ng vain in their Imaginations, thetr fool- Rom. i. 22. 


Ec. xi. g. Pleaſures thou art fond of; and l 
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no Sin Jo Great, but what thro Chriſt ji 
may be pardan'd, ſo on the other hani 
there is no din ſo Small, but what withon 
an Intrreſſ in him will be enough to hriq 
us to Damnation. And will yon theg 
upon a bare Preſumption of Forgivene! 
expote yaurſelves to ſuch a dreadful Da 
ger, and make light of Sin? What is then 
chat the World has to offer, that ca 
excuſe your Folly? or what axe its 

joyments, that yowfhould ſer your Heat 
upon them, and.becareleſs of Ts | 
Have you not Proof 'enough of. the lM 
oonſtancyaf Worldly Things, and of . 
Emptineſs and Vanity of all that you ci 
here enjoy? And will you ſtill go one 
ſpend your Time in the Purſuit of it 
nity, and run the Hazard of gur Saufghi, 
for a poor empty Nothing? Go then, tha. | 
thoughtleſfs Wretch, and -rejoyce in 10 1) 
Youth; By, and indulge thyſelf in all IF 


Heart chear thee 4n:the Days of thy Bug 
and walk in che Mays of thy Heart, aui ther 
the Sight af thine Eyes; let the Ambitia 
go, and labour to advance himſelf, wh. 80 
ever be the Price that it may coſt hin is 75 
and let the Covetous go alſo, and puſi 
his Riches, and ſtick at nothing to d 

tain them: But know thou, that for 
theſe things God will bring thee into Jul 


ment; know, and conſider, chat in 42 at we 


Y. 
E Time thou ſhalt be call'd away; this 
ar, this Month, this Week perhaps, 
ay be thy laft ; and then thou ſhalt per. 
eve thy Folly, and ſhalt be ſenfible to 
te, for what an empty Nothing thou 
at loſt thy Soul. And now then, 
Secondly, How juſtly may the Soul 
mmplain of the Neglect and Careleſneſs 
is generally treated with, and of the 
reference we give to Worldly Things 
fore it? For is it not the World, that 
ploys our Thoughts and Time? and 
ile we cannot bunt allow the Soul to be 
he Better Part, is it not eaſy to obſerve, 
at 'tis the Body which is moſt raken 
re of? and” we are careful to ſecure the 
riſhing Enjoyments of the preſent Life, 
hile we are thoughtleſs of providing 
r our Souls? Particularly, N 
1.) The Body every Day is taken care of 
to its neceſſary Food; and whatſoever 
WWLlineſs is to be done, ſome Time is ſtil] 
low'd for taking of our daily Food. And 
there not a Food as neceſſary for the Soul 
r the Body? Is it not neceſſary, that 
e Soul ſhould feed upon he Bread of Joh. vi o. 
fe that cometh down from Heaven, and | 
vuld be daily ſeeking of the Supplies of 
Wc? How juſtly therefore may the 
ul complain of the amazing and de- 
4 Wctive Partiality that we are guilty of? 
In ve ſhould more regard the Body 
| than 
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than the Soul, and that the Body fhoulf 
be pamper'd and indulg'd, while ofte 
times the Soul is not ſo much as thong 
of. When even the pooreſt Perſons w 
allow themſelves ſufficient Time to of 
the Food that's neceſſary for their Body 
and lay aſide all other Work and Bufing 
for it; ſhall what is neceſſary to the $ 
ritual Life be wholly diſregarded, a 
ſhall no Time be found for the Refrel 
ment of the Soul? What, haſt. th 
Time to eat, and haſt no Time to pri 
Luk. x.41. Art thou ſo troubled about many i 
as to neglect the One Thing needful? 1 
ſhall the Cares and Hurries of the Wo 
make thee unmindful of the moſt impt 
tant Buſineſs of thy Life? Perſons «x 
ſteal, rather than ſtarve; and ſuch 
Prov. vi. Thief 1s not deſpis d, who ſteals to ſati 
30. * bis Soulwhen be is hungry : And is it 
apparent that the Caſe is vaſtly m 
excuſable. in Spiritual Things; and 
how many ſtarve their Souls, rather th 
ſteal a little Time from Worldly Bulin 
to ſatisfy their Hunger? Again, 
2.) Every one is ſollicitous about Co 
ing the Body, and we are generally 
ful to appear in a becoming and a dect 
manner. But tho'-the Soul be nak 
there are but very Few take any Cate 
clothe it, or to provide for its Appe 
ance in the Sight of God. The 
proj 
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per Clothing for our Souls, the only Gar- 
* nent that can hide our Nakedneſs, is 
— be Righteouſneſs of Chriſt; But what 
| ontempt is thrown upon his Righteouſ- 
neſs? and who is there that comes to 


ld us to buy of him, that we may be cloth- 
d, and that the Shame of our Natedne ſi 

y not appear? We generally value Per- 
ſons according to the Clothes that they 


Hparel, is more reſpected than @ poor 
an in vile Raiment. And may not then 
he Soul complain, Tis certain I ſhall be 
ſteem'd as Tam cloth'd, and if Thave not 
he Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ro cloche me, 
if I appear not in the Garment of my El- 
ger Brother, I ſhall undoubtedly be re- 
ected and caſt off by God; and yet how 
little Care is taken to ſecure this Garment 
ff Salvation for me? There's not a Day 
hat paſſes, wherein we do not ſpend 
Wome Time in dreſſing of the Body? but 
ow Few are there, that every Day will 
1 ſome Time in the adorning of their 
Fouls: | | | 


al ) Je is but very ſeldom that we deny 
6 the Body its proper Reft and Sleep, and 


s indeed impoſſible that we ſhould live 
without it. And rho” 'tis true, the Soul 
en have no need of Sleep, yet it has need 
Wo! Reſt, in Chriſt, nor is the Spiritual 

G Lie 


hriſt, for the white Raiment he has coun- Rev. iii. 


appear in, and one who is dreſs'd in good Im. i 2 


4. 501. 
Life to be maintain'd without it; an 
therefore Chriſt has promis'd, that if wy 
Matth. xi. Come to him, and take his Yoke upon ut 
29. ſhall find Reſt unto our Souls. The wa 
| of Sleep for a long Time together, maky 
us mad; and ſo'tis with the Soul, if 
wants Reſt in Chriſt, it cannot but | 
wild and roving in its Thoughts and A 
tions, and will diſcover an extravaguj 
Madneſs in the purſuit of Sin. If . 
want Sleep, we preſently are careful 
uſe Means to get it; but with what Re 
ſon may the Soul complain, how Fe 
there are, that uſe the Means for thepr 
curing of its Reſt in Chriſt? When 
lie down to Sleep, we lay aſide all 
ſineſs; and ſo the Soul muſt lay afide4 
other Buſineſs, to take up its Reſt' 
Chriſt. The Body is always fitzeſt f 
Action after a good Night's Reſt; u 
ſo the Soul is fitteſt for any Spirit 
Work, after it has been reſting, up 
Chriſt, and has enjoy'd Communiog wit 
him. Sleep takes up a great part of o 
Time, and it is neceſſary that it ſhou 
do ſo; and ſo too it is neceſſary, that 
ſhould ſpend much Time with Chriſt, 
_ otherwiſe our Souls will ſoon decay, 4 
loſe their Spiritual Strength. And thet 
fore now, how juſtly may the Soul col 
plain, that we ſhould be fo careleß 
providi 
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roviding for its Reſt, and of allowing 
the Time that's neceſſary for it? 

4.) We are careful to provide ſuitable 
emedies and proper Phyſick for the 
ody, when tis ſick; we are for taking 
e Advice of a Phyſician, and there is 
othing that we think too dear to fave it 
om the Danger it is threaten'd with, 
ut now in this reſpect, may not the 
dul complain of the Neglect it meets 
ich? that when it is expos'd to Ever- 
ſting Miſery by the Malignity of Sin, 
d none of us can cure ourſelves, we 
ould be careleſs of applying unto Chriſt 
vr Help, who is the Great Phyſician, 
at alone can heal our Souls, and who 
xpreſsly came into the World for this 
nd, that he might heal our Sickneſſes, 
d fave us from the Miſery that muſt 
ave been the fatal Conſequence of Sin. 
hen it is evident that our Diſeaſe is 
ortal, and a Phyfician is provided for 
„ ſhall we neglect to come to Chriſt, 
at he may give us Life ? And when 
hen we readily ſubmit to any Courſe 
{ Phyſick that is preſcrib'd us for our 
odies, ſhall we think much of any 
ing we do for the Salvation of our Souls, 
nd wilfully refuſe the Remedy that's 


rd to us? And let me add yet once 
Wore, 


G 2 6.) We 
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exalted Station, but to inſnare and ruin 
me, and to expoſe me to the dangerous 
Attacks of Pride and Envy? And will 
you now be eager to obtain theſe empty 
Vanities, and ſpend your Time and La- 
bour in the purſuit of em, to the Neg- 
ect of what is neceſſary to your Everlaſt- 
ing Happineſs? and whille the Gaining 
of the World is attempted by you with 
an unwearied Diligence, will you be 
careleſs and indifferent about the ſaving 
of your Souls ? e 
Thus then there is abundant Reaſon 
for the Soul to utter its Complaints, and 
to bewail the ſad Depravity of its Condi- 
tion, that it ſhould be ſo eagerly intent 
upon the World, as for a periſhing un- 
certain Gain, to run the Hazard of an 
Eternal and Irreparable Loſs. Retire 
then, O Soul, and breath out thy Com- 
plaints, and leave them on thy ſelf, as Job *. 
Job did. Call upon Conſcience to ariſe, 
and warn thee of thy Danger; let it 
no longer lie ſecure and careleſs, a- 
bus d and cheated by a flattering World; 
but call upon it to ariſe, and do its Of- 
oy fice, chat it may be a faithful Watchman 
to the Soul, and may not ſuffer it to be 
undone, without any Warning of its 
Danger. And let a Senſe of the undone 
Condition thou art in, without the Help 
of God, awaken thee to pour out thy 
Complaint 


ſtill we ſhould be careful, not to content 


_ gravate our Condemnation, if we com 


© $6.3 
Complaint to him. Lay open thy di. 


ſtreſſed Caſe to him, and /hew before hin Mt 
thy Trouble. Bewail the Power of the MW: 
World over thee, that thou art Carnal Mb 
when thou ſhouldſt be Spiritual; and! 
that the World ſeems to 2 more of Wc 
thy Heart, than God. How long, 0s 
Lord, ſhall I continue in this wretchel I 
State? Oh, let thy Spirit quicken an 


enlighten me, and by the Power of thy 
Grace let me be wean'd from Earth) 
Things, and rais'd above the World! 


Thus may we utter our Complaints; but 


— — 
2 


ourſelves with this; for it will only ag. 


plain {as many do) that we neglect our 
Souls, and yet ſtill do go on negleing 
them. If therefore we complain of whit 
is paſs d, let this engage us to be more 
eful for the future. And thus, 

Thirdly, How ſhould a ſerious Conf. les 
deration of the Worth and Excelleng he 
of the Soul, and of the utter Inſyffic-wy"P% 
ency of all Earthly Things to make fe © 
any Compenſation for the Loſs of it her 
make ſuch a powerful Impreſſion on u but 
as to draw oft our Hearts from the EH 
joyments of the World, and to - excitggq'©54! 
us to the utmoſt Diligence in wockighen, 
out our on Salvation? Let us no long. 


er give to Senſible and Preſent Thing f. 
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the Preference that helongs to ſuch 
as are Eternal. What ſhall. Religion 
al Ie regarded by us but as a Secondary 
Thing, and ſhall the leaſt of our Con- 
e Micern and Care be employ'd about our 
Oools? and while we laviſh out our 
dei Time and Sang in the purſuit of the 

Enjoyments of the World, ſhall we al- 
lot no more than a few faint Deſires, or 
few languid cold Endeavours to the 
ſecuring of the Salvation of our Souls? 
You cannot but be ſenſible, that this is 
ent really your Great Concern; and will you 
then be careleſs and indifferent about it? 
Is it not Time to lay aſide your Fondneſs 
or a fleeting World, and to apply your- 
elves in earneſt to the Care of your Im- 
mortal Souls? Wait therefore upon God 
in Prayer for the renewing Influences of 
his Spirit, that he may change your 

earts, and draw off your Affections from 
he Things of Senſe. And always look 


nic. upon yourſelves as bound in Conſcience, 
e Uto endeavour what you pray for; for o- 
i cherwiſe indeed the Prayers you make are 
1 but a Mockery, and the Concern that 
Eu-. ou expreſs about your Souls can only be 


regarded as a meer Pretence. Watch 


xcite | 
king ben, as well as pray, to bedeliver'd from 
ont e Snares of a deceitſul World: And 


that you may not be intangled in them, 
tt up your Hearts to God, and let your 
| Souls 


4 
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for Refuge unto him, as to the oi 
Phil. ii. 8. Saviour; count all things but as Loſs ui 


the 


the ineſtimable Bleſſings he has purchad 

with his Blood: Riches and Honour 

Prov. viit. with him, yea, durable Riches and Rig 
15, 2. feouſneſi; and thoſe that love him he wi 


their Treaſures, Confider the Eni 
ments that you now poſſeſs, as what ya 
have receiv'd from him, and careful 
improve them to his Glory; and ſo i 


L 56.0 
Souls embrace him as the Higheſt Goo 
Apply yourſelves immediately to the H. 
curing of an Intereft in Chriſt; and fi 


—_ that you may win him; and the 
alue that you have for your 
mortal Souls, by ſeeking unto him fg 


cauſe to inherit Subſtance, and will j 


ſtead of being any more a Hindrancet 


you in your Way to Heaven, they wilhf* { 

be made to ſerve you in it, by enlatgi , u 
of your Hearts in Gratitude to him, wht tc 
is ſo gracious as to give you both himlaQ* of 
and them. And let the Value that you h th 
for your own Souls, excite you to a genf. N 
rous Concern for the Advantage of i it 
Souls of others, and put you upon H cr 
ing hold of every Opportunity in wh“ ad 
you may be capable of ſerving thoſe i T 
ſtand in need of your Aſſiſtance. % 
is ſuch an Opportunity that . A 
have here preſented to you, as wel] ca 
now to aſk your Charity in Behalf of ch. 


Childrs 


oe 


[9] 
Children, that are here inſtructed, not 
poly in choſe Things whereby they may 
Wc ficced for the Duties of a Civil Life, 
"but are befides train'd up in the Know- 
ai edge of the Grounds ang Principles of the 
hriſtian Religion, and fo are fitted too 
or a Religious Life. And if it may be ne- 
ary to inform you of the Nature of this 
arity, you will give me leave, to lay 
fore you #he State of tbis Sebopl, as it 
put into my Hands. | 


Tear 1687, in the Reign of King 
James II, when à School was ſet up 
by one Fulteney à Jgſuit, and publick 
Notice given that he would inſtruct 
Ache Children of the Poor gratis; up- 

on which Mr. Arthur. Shallet, and 
' ſome other hearty Proteſiant Gentle- 


to avajd the dangerous Conſequences 
* of a Popiſb School, and to provide for 
the Inſtruction of the Poor. The 
Number of Scholars ar firſt was Forty; 
it was not long before they were in- 
log creas'd to Hy; and now they are 

advanc'd to Oe Hundred and Twenty. 
u They are Taught % read, write, and 
" cypber, and are inſtructed alſo in the 
Aſemblys Catechiſm; and ſo are edu- 
cated in a proper Way to fit them for 
the getyice ane God and Man, It 


* Was 


The Foundation of it was in the 


men, laid the Foundation of this School, 


[58] 
« was the firſt Sc bool, the Proteſtant Diſſen 
« ters were concern'd in; and Obje e. 
* are receiv'd here, without any Bg. 
cc ſt inction of Parties, as nothing is ir 
e tended but the General Good. It o 
« ſtuated in one of the pooreſt Pn 
< about the City; and the Children oi 
cc the pooreſt Sort, of Watermen an 
« Fiſhermen, &c. are taught without 
«© any. Expence to their Parents. II 
* Charge has been defray'd by the Gi 
and Subſcriptions of Private Perſon 
by one Annual Collection on this Dy 
at the School, and by another in th 
„City; and by the kind Remembrang 
of ſome in their Laff-Wills, An 
e thus the Managers have been enable 
not only to pay for the Inſtruction 
* the Children, but to give them Bj 
e bles, Teſtaments, Catechiſms, Writ 
and Cyphering Books,' and to put oli 
« ſome Apprentices to Trades. 
You cannot but be ſenſible, that uct 
a Work as this, is not to be ſupporie 
without a conſiderable Expence. A 
will you not be ready to contribute 
a Charity, that is ſo excellent in itſel 
and ſo important in its Conſequences 
as by this Means you will provide f 
the Religious Education of ſo great 
Number of Neceflitous Children, wi 
might have otherwiſe been left to ; 
IR | 


L 59 ] 


er in the Streets, and to grow up in 
-norance and Vice, and might have 
rov'd a Burden and” a Nuſance to the 
ociety, of which by your Aſſiſtance we 
W:vc ground to hope they will be fitted 
o be uſeful Members. 8 
Let any other Uſe that you can make 

what you have, be compar'd to em- 
loying it in ſo uſeful a Charity. 

n the Expences that you commonly en- 
age in, what is it that your Riches 
ield you ? what is it more than a few 
enſual Pleaſures? what is it more, than 
uch an Honour as has nothing elſe for 
ts Foundation, but the Applauſe of ſuch 
know not the true Worth of Things, 
nd who do oftentimes call Evil Good; 
nd Good Evil? But by the laying out of 
chat you have, in the*Support of ſuch a 
enerous Deſign as this, you will not on- 
y ſerve the Children that are educated 
ere, and ſtrengthen the Hands of the 
anagers ; but you will reap a durable 
nd folid Pleaſure to yourſelves, a Joy 
hat nothing can diſturb or take away; 
Dou will obtain a real and a laſting Glo- 
„ the Children you have help'd /hall 
riſe up and call you bleſſed, and After- 


iges ſhall remember you with Praiſe, 


wound towards you, and enrich d you in 
2 every 


nd bleſs that God who made his Grace 2 Cor. ix 


[ 60] 

every thing to all Botntifulnefs ; yea, eve 

God himſelf will honour you with his Af 

fection and Efteem, and look with Plej 

ſute and Delight upon you. © When 

then is any thing to be compar d 6 

this? the Fruit of the Expences you aff 

ar, to ſerve the World, and to gratij 

your Luſts, will in the End be Shun 

and Bitterneſs to your Souls; the Wigh 

of your Sin is Death; and as you hail 

Bl. vi. a 0@n unto the Fleſh, you of the Fleſh fil 
reap Corruption: But when you! thi 
provide, not only for the Temporal, bi 
for the Spiritual Advantage of the Pod 
and for the Benefit of theit Souls, 4 
well as of their Bodies, dy train ing up 
Young Onez in the Ways of God, al 
fitting them for Service in their Di 
you /ow unto the Spirit, and ſhall of 108 
Spirit reap Life Everlaſting.  * 
What is there then that can reſtrail 
you, from a liberal Contribution to oh 
excellent a Charity? Is it a Foridnel 
for the World, or an Unwillingneſs tt 
part with what you have? What, . hai 
— then forgot the Uncetrainty 0 
liches, and the Neceſſity of -partinf 
with them in a little Time? have yo 
forgot the Vanity of Earthly Things een 
and the Account that you muſt ſhorts ſtil 


ly give of the Improvement has ew 
1 | ente 
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nts that ate pur into your Hands? Or 
it from a Feat, leſt you ſhould come 
3 Want yourſelves, of leaſt: you ſhould 
ot leave a ſuitable Proviſion for 
hildren after you, that you are back- 
atd to the Exerciſe of Charity? But 
rhere is any Ground for fuch a Fear? 
hen tho you often may have ſeen the 
hatitable growing rich, it is but ſel- 
om you have known, if ever, that ſuch 


he Uncharitable have been frequently 
fought low; according to the Obſer- 


; that with-heldeth more than is meet, 
ut it tendeth to Poverty, In ſhore, There 
$ 4 Bleſfing promis'd ro the Liberal 


all, the Righteous ſhall flouriſh as a 
eonch. So that the Conſideration of 
ourſelves, and of your Families, for 
hom you ought to ſeek the Bleſſing of 
od, ſhould be a powerful Motive to 
gage you to the Exerciſe of Cha- 
iy. | 
But why ſhould I ſuppoſe you back- 
ard to a Work, in which you have 
een us d to ſhew your Liberality? There 
ſtill need of your Aſſiſtance; and the 
ew Mercies you have receiv'd from 

God, 


ave been reduc'd to Poverty, whils 


ation of the Wiſe Man, There is that Prov. xi, 
tattereth, and yet inereaſeth z and there ** 


ad while he that truſts in bis Riches ſhall —ver. 28, 
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God, as, he has lengthen'd out you 

Days, and fpar'd you for another Ye 

call for a new Acknowledgment, | $ 
then that you begin the Year with 

Gal. vi. 9. Thank- offering to God, and be not wa 
Prov. iii. y in well doing; honour the Lord wi 
pour Subſtance, and with the Firſtafru 
Tit. iii. 8. of all your Increaſe ; be careful to mai 
tain Good Works; endeavour to excee( 

what you have done before; and ever 

one be ready to diſtribute in Proportia 

to your Abilities, Let there appear 

noble Emulation among you; ſtir y 
one another by the Forwardneſs of you 
Cor. vill. Minds; and where there is a Reading 
Fo to Will, let there be à Performance 
cout of that which. you have. Improvetht 
reſent Opportunity that js put into you 

— as what may be your laſt ; makt 

uſe of what you have, as you woul 

. wiſh to have done, when you ſhall cont 


to die; give, as you love your Souls; a 


b 


erio 
bon 
bout 
it 
a Git 
mon of Unrighteouſneſs, that when ye faWertec 
they may receive you into Everlaſungf* 
Habitations. £ IVeS { 

livers 
louſl; 
niſt 


erſet 
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